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That Crazy Family of Yours
Loving your Outlaws[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Mark Dutton] 

Genesis 2:18-25

Luke 2:11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
John 6:38 "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 


I. Remember the Most Important Goal at Any Time of Your Life. 

A. My goal in life is to please God. 

2 Corinthians 5:9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

glory = right opinion of God in what you say, do or don’t do, how your respond to people… 

Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. 
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B. I please God by thinking and acting like Christ. 
Matthew 3:17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased." 

C. God knows you’re not going to be perfect, but He does expect you to be growing. 

2 Peter 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

II. Some “Do’s” to Loving Your Outlaws 

A. Love God first, and love your neighbor (in-laws) as yourself. 

agapa = self-sacrificial love, an act of the will, a choice, an action not just emotion 

1 Corinthians 13:4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails… 

B. Be a servant 

Philippians 2:3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 

Galatians 5:13 …but through love serve one another. 

C. When problems arise, be humble and look in the mirror first! 

Matthew 7:1 "Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 2 For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you. 3 Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' and behold, the log is in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.” 

 
III. Some “Don’ts” in Loving Your Outlaws 

A. Don’t be afraid to talk about Jesus – 

B. Matt. 10:32 "Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. 

1. If they are unsaved, look for ways to lovingly share the gospel 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

2. If they are believers, look for ways to talk about God’s Word (what God’s teaching you) 

C. Don’t return evil for evil 

Romans 12:21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

D. Don’t compare yourself with others. 

2 Corinthians 10:12 For we are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves; but when they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are without understanding. 

E. Don’t forget: Parents may not have authority over you or your spouse, but God still expects you to respect them! 

Ephesians 6:2 HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise), 3 SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH. 

Conclusion: 

1. Remember the salt & light principle: 

Matthew 5:13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men. 14 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 

2. Don’t underestimate your influence on others.
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