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Finding Hope (or Ruin) in Becoming What We Worship
Isaiah 6
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	Isaiah 1:27-31 
29 Surely you will be ashamed of the oaks which you have desired, And you will be embarrassed at the gardens which you have chosen. 30 For you will be like an oak whose leaf fades away Or as a garden that has no water. 31 The strong man will become tinder, His work also a spark. Thus they shall both burn together And there will be none to quench them.

	Isaiah 2:12, 17-18
12 For the LORD of hosts will have a day of reckoning Against everyone who is proud and lofty And against everyone who is lifted up, That he may be abased….17 The pride of man will be humbled And the loftiness of men will be abased; And the LORD alone will be exalted in that day, 18 But the idols will completely vanish.



	Isaiah 5:13 
13 Therefore My people go into exile for their lack of knowledge4
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Psalm 135:14-18
14 For the LORD will judge His people And will have compassion on His servants. 15 The idols of the nations are but silver and gold, The work of man’s hands. 16 They have mouths, but they do not speak; They have eyes, but they do not see; 17 They have ears, but they do not hear, Nor is there any breath at all in their mouths. 18 Those who make them will be like them, Yes, everyone who trusts in them. 


Psalm 115:3-8 
 But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases. 4 Their idols are silver and gold, The work of man’s hands. 5 They have mouths, but they cannot speak; They have eyes, but they cannot see; 6 They have ears, but they cannot hear; They have noses, but they cannot smell; 7 They have hands, but they cannot feel; They have feet, but they cannot walk; They cannot make a sound with their throat. 8 Those who make them will become like them, Everyone who trusts in them. 
	Isaiah 6 
1 In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. 2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called out to another and said, 

“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, 
The whole earth is full of His glory.” 

4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.
 5 Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.” 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. 7 He touched my mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven.”
 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?”
 Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 
9 He said, “Go, and tell this people:

 ‘Keep on listening, but do not perceive; 1

Keep on looking, but do not understand.’ 
10 “Render the hearts of this people insensitive,
 Their ears dull, And their eyes dim, 
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 
Hear with their ears, 
Understand with their hearts, 
And return and be healed.”

11 Then I said, “Lord, how long?” And He answered, “Until cities are devastated and without inhabitant, Houses are without people And the land is utterly desolate, 12 “The LORD has removed men far away, And the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 13 “Yet there will be a tenth portion in it, And it will again be subject to burning, Like a terebinth or an oak Whose stump remains when it is felled. The holy seed is its stump.”
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Isaiah 43:8, 10
8 Bring out the people who are blind, even though they have eyes, And the deaf, even though they have ears…
10 “You are My witnesses,” declares the LORD, “And My servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and believe Me and understand that I am He.  Before Me there was no God formed, And there will be none after Me.
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Isaiah 42:18-20 
18 Hear, you deaf! And look, you blind, that you may see. 19 Who is blind but My servant, Or so deaf as My messenger whom I send? Who is so blind as he that is at peace with Me, Or so blind as the servant of the LORD? 20 You have seen many things, but you do not observe them; Your ears are open, but none hears.



Finding Hope (or Ruin) in Becoming What We Worship
Isaiah 6

Introduction:  G. K. Beale states---“We resemble what we revere, either for ruin or restoration”

From Isaiah 6 we will understand four progressive “reversals” regarding God’s peoples’ idolatry which lead us down the path of becoming what we worship and bring God’s purifying purge

All problems in life start right here with this first reversal.

1) Man worshipping futility rather than the Incomparable God (vv. 1-5).

· To say that God is “holy” is to say that he is unlike anything else in the heavens, on the earth, or in the waters, or any physical pleasure, or any physical possession, or any position of power

Holy = Incomparable

· In Isaiah the term “The Holy One” referring to Yahweh, God is used 27x  (Is 1:4; 5:19, 24, 10:20; 12:6; 17:7; 29:19, 23; 30:11, 12, 15; 31:1; 37:23; 40:25; 41:14, 16, 20; 43:3, 14; 45:11; 47:4; 48:17; 49:7; 54:5; 55:5; 60:9, 14)
· Eg. Isaiah 1:4  “Alas, sinful nation, People weighed down with iniquity, Offspring of evildoers, Sons who act corruptly! They have abandoned the LORD, They have despised the Holy One of Israel, They have turned away from Him.”

2) Man representing himself rather than the Incomparable God (vv. 5-9a).

“It may be that the cleansing of Isaiah’s “mouth” and “lips” reflects an ancient Near Eastern ritual known as ‘the washing of the mouth,”  which was known at the time of Isaiah.  Isaiah’s presence at the threshold of the temple, the burning of his lips and the pronouncement of his cleansing (“your iniquity is taken away”) appears to be a parody of an ancient Near Easter ritual by which idols were prepared for the gods to dwell in them.  If this is correct, then the scene in Isaiah 6:1-8 would be a way of mocking the idolatrous institutions of the day and show that Isaiah himself is the true living image of the true God”  - G. K. Beale, We Become What We Worship, p. 64.

3) God rendering man futile instead of growing into the image of the Incomparable God (vv. 9b-10).

4) God bringing forth new seed instead of continuing with corrupt seed—to fill the earth with His Incomparable Glory through His representatives (vv. 11-13).

Where is our Hope?  New Testament Connections?  Who is Jesus? 
ANSWER:   The perfect image of God (Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 4:7, Hebrews 1:3) and THE HOLY ONE INCARNATE (Matthew 12:22)
[bookmark: _GoBack]If we worship Jesus who will we become like?  (Romans 8:29)
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