


The Gospel of John:
Rejoice, I go to the Father 
John 14:28-31
Context
Central to the Christian faith is the understanding of Christ’s death and resurrection.   Without the cross and the vicarious atonement of our Savior on behalf of sinful men, we would have no means of having peace with God.  We would forever be condemned to hell.  The cross of Christ, and all that it represents, is not only a cruel means of a torturous death, but for the believer, it becomes the crown and glory of the Gospel.[footnoteRef:1] It is at the heart of what we hold most precious.   [1:  JC Ryle, The Cross: A Call to the Fundamentals of Religion] 

No event of time or eternity compares with the transcending significance of the death of Christ on the cross.  Other important undertakings of God such as the creations of the world, the incarnation of Christ, His resurrection, the second coming, and the creation of the new heavens and the new earth become meaningless if Christ did not die. …  In the study of Christ in His sufferings and death, one is in a holy of holies, a mercy seat sprinkled with blood, to which only the Spirit-taught mind has access.  In His death, Christ supremely revealed the holiness and righteousness of God as well as the love of God which prompted the sacrifice.  In a similar way, the infinite wisdom of God is revealed as no human mind would ever have devised such a way of salvation, and only an infinite God would be willing to sacrifice His Son.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  John F. Walvood, Jesus Christ our Lord,  153] 

The death of the Lord Jesus affords believers many things: [footnoteRef:3] [3:  Leon Morris, The Cross in the New Testament, 425-526] 

We are redeemed (Eph 1:7; 1 Peter 1:19)
We are made nigh to God (Eph 2:13)
We are reconciled to God (Col 1:20-21; Rom 5:10)
Jew and Gentile are now made one (Eph 2:16)
We are cleansed (Heb 9:14; 1 John 1:7)
We are justified (Rom 5:9)
We are sanctified (Heb 10:10; 13:12)
We are perfected forever (Heb 10:14)
We have been purchased unto God, (Rev 5:9)
The bond that was against us has been nailed to the cross (Col 2:14)
We have boldness to enter into the holy place (Heb 10:19)
We are loosed from our sins (Rev 1:5)
We may overcome by the blood of the Lamb (Rev 12:11)
By His cross peace with God has been secured (Col 1:20)
His blood establishes a new covenant (1 Cor 11:25)
His death was to redeem us from all iniquity (Titus 2:14)
4 aspects of Jesus’ death 
His work on earth would be complete
John 14:28—You heard that I said to you, ‘I go away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced because I go to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 
He came from the Father
He did the will of His Father
He would now go back to the Father
John 1:1—In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
Matthew 3:17—and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”
Reference to His restoration and exaltation
He will return to the right hand of the Father
Matthew 26:64—Jesus *said to him, “You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.”
Acts 2:33—Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. 
Romans 8:34—who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 
Ephesians 1:20—which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places
In His condescension, He left the glories of heaven 
Fellowship with His Father
Perfect holiness; Perfect righteousness
Angels, Saints made holy
From eternity past
Jesus had yearned to go back to His Father
John 17:1, 5, 24—Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You…Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was…Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.
His exultation in heaven would vindicate His work on earth
He would return to full glory
Isaiah 53:10—But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And  the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand.
The Father is greater than I
This is not an indication of inferiority
He is fully God in His essential nature (John 5:17-18; 8:58; 10:30; 14:9, et al.)
Coequal with God in role
Coequal with God in function
He is submissive to God in His humanity and His earthly ministry
Humble servant
Role He assumed 
Emptied Himself (kenosis)
Philippians 2:5-8—Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
He relinquished some of the attributes of God in becoming man and suffering death
His voluntary divestment of His divine powers
Hebrews 2:9—But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.
His words would come to fruition
John 14:29-30a—Now I have told you before it happens, so that when it happens, you may believe. 30 I will not speak much more with you…

Jesus tells them to affirm that His foreknowledge of the future is true
Only God has the ability to accurately predict the future
Isaiah 42:9—Behold, the former things have come to pass, Now I declare new things; Before they spring forth I proclaim them to you.

Isaiah 46:9-10—“Remember the former things long past, or I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me,  10 Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have not been one, Saying, ‘My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure’”

When all that Jesus predicted happened, the faith of the disciples increased greatly

John 2:19-22—Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It took forty-six years to build this [i]temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” 21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 22 So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.

John 16:1-4— “These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from stumbling. 2 They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God. 3 These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me. 4 But these things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them. These things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you.

I will not speak much more to you

Jesus would continue to teach them
His time on earth was ending
His victory would be assured
John 14:30b—…for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me; 

The ruler of this world

John 12:31—Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.

John 16:11—… and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.

2 Corinthians 4:4—in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

Ephesians 2:2— in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

Jesus saw the work of men coming from Satan (world system)

Judas
The Jewish leaders
The Roman officials (Pilot, Herod) 
The Roman soldiers
The cry of the people for His death

Jesus conflict with Satan had occurred His whole life

The death of young children through Herod (Matthew 2:16)
The temptation in the wilderness (Mark 1:13)
Encountering demon possessed people (Luke 4:13)
Gethsemane (Luke 22:39-46) 

The climax occurred at the cross

Satan would succeed in having Him killed
At the same time, it was his death blow

1 John 3:8—the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.
 
Revelation 20:10—And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Satan has nothing in Me
There was no vulnerability with Christ
There was no way the Devil could hold Him in death
Jesus was not of this world (8:23) and He never sinned (8:46) 
His motivation would be seen 
John 14:31—but so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me. Get up, let us go from here
His death would give the final proof of His love for His Father
Love is always connected to obedience
John 15:15—No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you
Obedience to Him will be hard and often not embraced by the world
John 15:20-21—Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me. 
Matthew 7:25-27—And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell—and great was its fall.”
One must count the cost
Luke 14:28-29—For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him
One must deny self
1 Corinthians 6:19-20—Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
Let us get up and go from here

This is a transition of location
They leave the upper room and head to Gethsemane
As they walked, Christ continued to teach them
Conclusion: 
Jesus would soon finish the work of the Father and return to Him.  It would be joyful for Him to do it and return to His former state. 
Hebrews 12:2—fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
The path to that eternal joy led through suffering. First the agony of the cross, then the ecstasy of heaven.  There was no other way…the passion of Christ did not merely precede the crown; it was the price, and the crown was the prize.  He died to have it.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  John Piper, Fifty Reasons Why Jesus Came to Die, 114, 116-17] 

Revelation 5:11-13—Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.” 13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, “To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever.”


