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[bookmark: _GoBack]Six Words Every Relationship Needs
Perseverance
Psalm 104:31 - Let the glory of the Lord endure forever; let the Lord be glad in His works;
Psalm 145:13 - Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Your dominion endures throughout all generations.
Jeremiah 10:10 - But the Lord is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting King. At His wrath the earth quakes, and the nations cannot endure His indignation.
Psalm 111:3 - Splendid and majestic is His work, and His righteousness endures forever.
1 Peter 1:25 - But the word of the Lord endures forever. And this is the word which was preached to you.
3 steps to developing relationships that endure
I. Be Challenged by the Example of Faithful People around You
v. 1 - since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us…
A. The “great cloud of witnesses” in verse 1 is referring back to the faithful men and women whose stories are told in chapter 11
B. The context is men and women who are struggling with perseverance
Hebrews 10:35-36 - Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.
C. Often perseverance is the result of handling a hard time well
Romans 15:4 - For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
Romans 14:23 - whatever is not from faith is sin. (cf. the holding principle)
Psalm 119:71 - It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes.
II. Keep Your Eyes on Your Savior Who Persevered for You
v. 2 - fixing our eyes on Jesus
A. Carefully evaluate your focus during a time of “relational tension”
Romans 8:28-29 - And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son…
B. Remember that Jesus is both the author and perfecter of your faith
Hebrews 12:2 - fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
1 Corinthians 10:1-4 - For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and all ate the same spiritual food; and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ.
III. Remember that there is no Such Thing as Short-Term Endurance
Hebrews 12:3 - For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
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