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Building Core Strength
Understanding Your Source of Power[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Steve Viars] 

Luke 9:1-36
Psalm 138:3 - On the day I called, You answered me; You made me bold with strength in my soul.
3 steps to always having gas in your tank
I. Accept the Ministry Assignment God Gives You
John 20:30-31 - Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name. 
John 21:25 - And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that would be written. 
A. For the disciples
1. They were given power and authority
Luke 9:1 - And He called the twelve together, and gave them power and authority over all the demons and to heal diseases. 
2. They were given the mission of proclaiming the kingdom of God
Luke 9:2 - And He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to perform healing. 
3. They were to trust God to provide
Luke 9:3-4 - And He said to them, “Take nothing for your journey, neither a staff, nor a bag, nor bread, nor money; and do not even have two tunics apiece. Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that city..."
4. They had a willingness to obey
Luke 9:6 - Departing, they began going throughout the villages, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere. 
B. Undoubtedly some will be confused
Luke 9:7-9 - Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was happening; and he was greatly perplexed, because it was said by some that John had risen from the dead, and by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of the prophets of old had risen again.  Herod said, “I myself had John beheaded; but who is this man about whom I hear such things?” And he kept trying to see Him. 
C. Sometimes (often?) the ministry opportunities come at inopportune times
Mark 6:31-32 - And He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a while.” (For there were many people coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat.) They went away in the boat to a secluded place by themselves. 
Mark 6:33-34 - The people saw them going, and many recognized them and ran there together on foot from all the cities, and got there ahead of them. When Jesus went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and He felt compassion for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach them many things. 
Luke 9:12-14 - Now the day was ending, and the twelve came and said to Him, “Send the crowd away, that they may go into the surrounding villages and countryside and find lodging and get something to eat; for here we are in a desolate place.” But He said to them, “You give them something to eat!” And they said, “We have no more than five loaves and two fish, unless perhaps we go and buy food for all these people.” (For there were about five thousand men.)

II. Understand that the Lord May Purposely Bring You to the End of Yourself
A. The reasonable solution to the disciples
Luke 9:12 - Now the day was ending, and the twelve came and said to Him, “Send the crowd away, that they may go into the surrounding villages and countryside and find lodging and get something to eat; for here we are in a desolate place.”
B. Jesus' challenge
Luke 9:13 - But He said to them, “You give them something to eat!”
C. The great lesson
Luke 9:16-17 - Then He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed them, and broke them, and kept giving them to the disciples to set before the people. And they all ate and were satisfied; and the broken pieces which they had left over were picked up, twelve baskets full. 
Luke 9:29-31 - And while He was praying, the appearance of His face became different, and His clothing became white and gleaming.  And behold, two men were talking with Him; and they were Moses and Elijah, who, appearing in glory, were speaking of His departure which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 
III. Be Prepared to See Christ in Entirely New Ways
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