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Six Words Every Relationship Needs
Transparency
Introduction
3 reasons John wrote this book
1 John 5:13 - These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.
1. That we would have greater assurance of our salvation.
1 John 1:3 - what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.
2. That we would have greater fellowship with God and man.
1 John 1:4 - These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.
3. That we have greater joy.
I. The Principle Stated
A. Fellowship with God comes from walking in the light
1 John 1:7 - but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
B. But what does it mean to walk in the light?
II. The Principle Explained
1 John 1:8 - If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.
1 John 1:10 - If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.
John 3:20 - For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.
A. Fellowship with God comes from walking in the light, and walking in the light means having an open attitude toward having your sin exposed
B. There is a significant difference between being a “Genesis 3 kind of person” and a “1 John 1 kind of person” 
C. The question isn’t the fact, but your attitude toward the fact
1 John 1:8 - If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.
1 John 1:10 - If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.
2 Samuel 16:5-8 - When King David came to Bahurim, behold, there came out from there a man of the family of the house of Saul whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera; he came out cursing continually as he came. He threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David; and all the people and all the mighty men were at his right hand and at his left. Thus Shimei said when he cursed, “Get out, get out, you man of bloodshed, and worthless fellow! The Lord has returned upon you all the bloodshed of the house of Saul, in whose place you have reigned; and the Lord has given the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom. And behold, you are taken in your own evil, for you are a man of bloodshed!”
2 Samuel 16:9 - Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? Let me go over now and cut off his head.”
2 Samuel 16:10 - But the king said, “What have I to do with you, O sons of Zeruiah? If he curses, and if the Lord has told him, ‘Curse David,’ then who shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’ ”
[bookmark: _GoBack]D. This principle will not only affect your relationship with God but your relationship with other people as well.
1 John 1:6-7 - If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
Matthew 7:3 - Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?
III. The Principle in Action
1 John 1:9 - If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
A. Fellowship with God comes from walking in the light, and walking in the light means having an open attitude toward having your sin exposed, and you can tell how open you are to it by thinking about how many times you ask forgiveness from God and the other people in your life
B. This is the capstone of the principle
IV. The Principle Made Attainable
A. Jesus is your advocate
Revelation 12:10 - The accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.
B. Jesus is your propitiation
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