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Building Core Strength
Marveling at the Power of Christ[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Steve Viars] 

Luke 8:22-56
[bookmark: _GoBack]Psalm 23 - The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
Psalm 138:3 - On the day I called, You answered me; You made me bold with strength in my soul…
3 areas in which God's power is especially on display
I. Jesus' Power Over Our Circumstances
v. 22 - Now on one of those days…
A. The Lord orchestrated this event
v. 22 - …and He said unto them, "Let us go over to the other side of the lake."
v. 24 - They came to Jesus and woke Him up, saying, Master, Master, we are perishing! And He got up and rebuked the wind and the surging waves, and they stopped, and it became calm.
Mark 4:38 - Jesus Himself was in the stern, asleep on a cushion, and they woke Him and said to Him, "Teacher, so you not care that we are perishing?"
v. 24 - … and He got up and rebuked the wind and the surging waves, and they stopped, and it became calm.
Mark 4:39 - And He got up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, "Hush, be still."  And the wind died down and it became perfectly still.
v. 25 - And He said to them, where is your faith?...
B. How many times has Jesus had that same question for you?  for us?
II. Jesus' Power Over the Unseen World
A. Satan always comes to destroy
v. 27a - met by a man possessed with demons
v. 27b - who had not put on any clothing for a long time
v. 27c - was not living in a house, but in tombs.
v. 29 - For it had seized him many times; and he was bound with chains and shackles and kept under guard, and yet he would break his bonds and be driven by a demon into the dessert.
B. Jesus and Satan have never been on equal terms
v. 28 - …“What business do we have with each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?  I beg you, do not torment me.”
v. 31 - They were imploring Him not to command them to go away into the abyss
v. 32 - Now there were a herd of many swine feeding there on the mountain; and the demons implored Him to permit them to enter the swine; and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.
C. Jesus is in the business of changing lives
v. 35 - they came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting down at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind…
v. 36 - Those who had seen it reported to them how the man who was demon possessed had been made well.
Ephesians 6:12 - For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
I John 4:4 - You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.
III. Jesus' Power Over Matters of Life and Death
A. The sting of death is profound apart from Christ
v. 41 - And there came a man named Jairus, and he was an official of the synagogue; and he fell at Jesus' feet, and began to implore Him to come to his house; for he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and she was dying.
v. 44 - came up behind Him and touched the fringe of His cloak, and immediately her hemorrhage stopped.
Luke 8:47-48 - When the woman saw that she had not escaped notice, she came trembling and fell down before Him, and declared in the presence of all the people the reason why she had touched Him, and how she had been immediately healed. And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.”
B. Often faith comes in surprising packages.
v. 48 - And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.”
Ephesians 1:18-19 - I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might
C. Don't let laughter and ridicule deter your walk of faith
v. 52-53 - Now they were all weeping and lamenting for her; but He said "Stop weeping, for she has not died, but is asleep."  And they began laughing at Him, knowing that she had died.
D. It's not over, until Jesus says it's over
v. 54-55 - He however, took her by the hand and called, saying, "Child, arise!"  And her spirit returned, and she got up immediately; and He gave orders for something to be given her to eat. 
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