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[bookmark: _GoBack]Six Words Every Relationship Needs
Forgiveness
4 principles to help us understand and practice forgiveness well
I. Forgiveness Begins with the Problem being Addressed
A. Wise people address problems the right away
Ephesians 4:26 - Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger,
Matthew 6:34 - Each day has enough trouble of its own.
B. If you have been sinned against
1. Step 1 – Speak to the person privately and tentatively
Matthew 18:15 - If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother.
2. Step 2 – (in the context of the church) – Bring another person or two into the discussion
Matthew 18:16 - But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed.
3. Step 3 – Involve the church family
Matthew 18:17 - If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
C. If you sinned against someone else
Matthew 5:23-24 - Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.
D. Two important caveats
1. You are only responsible for your side of the issue
Romans 12:18 - If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.
2. There are times when love should cover what someone else did to you
1 Peter 4:8 - Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins (cf. Proverbs 10:12).
II. Our Ability to Forgive Finds Both its Model and Enablement in God Himself
Ephesians 4:31-32 - Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
A. Some of the opposites of forgiveness
bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, evil speaking…
B. Some of the cousins of forgiveness
kind, tenderhearted…
C. Experiencing God’s forgiveness in Christ is the prerequisite to being able to consistently practice forgiveness with others in your life
…forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
III. Some Aspects of Forgiveness are Conditional while Others are Not
A. Definition
Complete forgiveness is a three-fold promise made to a repentant person that you will not speak about their sin to their face, behind their back, and that you will not dwell on it in your heart.
Psalm 103:12 - As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.
B. Complete forgiveness
Luke 17:3-4 - Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, saying, “I repent,” forgive him.
C. A forgiving spirit
Luke 23:34 - But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves.
Matthew 18:21 - Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”
Matthew 18:22 - Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.”
IV. The Real Challenge is Being a Forgiving Person
A. The first servants’ dilemma
Matthew 18:24-25 - When he had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made.
Matthew 18:26 - So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, “Have patience with me and I will repay you everything.”
B. The king’s response
Matthew 18:27 - And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.
C. The second servant’s dilemma
Matthew 18:28-33 - But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, “Pay back what you owe.” So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, “Have patience with me and I will repay you.” But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed. So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened. Then summoning him, his lord said to him, “You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?”
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