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[bookmark: _GoBack]Six Words Every Relationship Needs
Loyalty
Loyalty - unswerving in allegiance, faithful to a person, cause, institution or ideal to whom fidelity is due.
5 principles to building loyalty in relationships
I. God Often Uses Loyal Friends as Part of His Deliverance in Your Life
A. David’s situation
2 Samuel 22:1 - …the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul.
B. David’s mighty band of men
2 Samuel 23:8 - These are the names of the mighty men whom David had…
II. Sometimes the Most Loyal Friends are those Who were Formerly Downtrodden
A. David’s mighty men
1 Samuel 22:2 - Everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was discontented gathered to him; and he became captain over them. Now there were about four hundred men with him.
B. This is very similar to the way Jesus announced His public ministry
Luke 4:16-21 - And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the place where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are oppressed, to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.” And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
C. Sometimes the reason people don’t have loyal individuals in their life is because they’ve only had time for the beautiful people in their world
D. The difference between “country club church” and “misfit church” is enormous
E. Understanding your bankrupt spiritual condition is essential in becoming a loyal follower of Christ
III. The Best Loyalty is Developed by a Common Commitment to Following God’s Word
A. The dilemma
B. David’s approach
C. The team’s fear
D. David’s response
E. The team’s action
IV. Loyalty is a Two - Way Street
A. David’s treatment of others eventually became the way others treated him
B. What about you and the matter of loyalty?
2 Samuel 16:9 - Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? Let me go over now and cut off his head.”
2 Samuel 16:10 - But the king said, “What have I to do with you, O sons of Zeruiah? If he curses, and if the Lord has told him, ‘Curse David,’ then who shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’ ”
V. Unbalanced Loyalty is Better than No Loyalty at All
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