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Building Core Strength
Developing Shiny Ears[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Steve Viars] 

Luke 8:1-18
Psalm 138:3 - On the day I called, You answered me; You made me bold with strength in my soul
3 ways to have a life that shines for God
I. Shine by Relating to People the Way Jesus Did
v. 16 - …but he puts it on a lampstand, so that those who come in may see the light
v. 18 - So take care how you listen…
v. 1 - soon afterwards
A. The context of the compassionate woman
B. Remember that God often uses unexpected people in the accomplishment of His plan
v. 1 - The twelve were with Him…
1 Corinthians 1:26-29 - For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;  but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,  and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are,  so that no man may boast before God.
C. Remember that God often assembles a team whose very makeup shocks the watching world
Luke 8:2-3 - and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out,  and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others who were contributing to their support out of their private means.
II. Shine by Preparing Your Heart Regularly to Hear from God
A. Unlike the hard soil
v. 5 - some fell beside the road…
v. 8 - As he said these things, He would call out, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."
v. 12 - Those beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the Word from their heart, so that they will not believe and be saved.
B. Unlike the rocky soil
v. 6 - Other seed fell on rocky soil, and as soon as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture.
v. 13 - Those on the rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive the Word with joy; and these have no firm root; they believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away.
I John 2:3 - By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments.
C. Unlike the thorny soil
v. 7 - Other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it out.
v. 14 - The seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity.
Matthew 6:24 - You cannot serve God and money.
1 Timothy 6:9 - Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.
D. Like the good ground
v. 8 - Other seed fell into the good soil, and grew up, and produced a crop a hundred times as great.
v. 15 - But the seed that is in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.
III. Shine by Allowing Your Listening Heart to Produce a Vibrant Witness
A. Put it on a lampstand
v. 16 - Now no one after lighting a lamp covers it over with a container, or puts it under a bed; but he puts it on a lampstand…
B. Encourage others to come to the light
v. 16 - …so that those who come in may see the light…
C. Take care how you listen
v. 18 - So take care how you listen…
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