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[bookmark: _GoBack]Six Words Every Relationship Needs
Grace
Hebrews 12:11 - All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.
Hebrews 12:14-15 - Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled;
1 Peter 5:10 - “…the God of all grace.”
4 places Joseph chose to show grace
I. Grace in the Office
A. The difference between “went down to Egypt voluntarily” and “had been taken” down to Egypt as a slave is substantial
Genesis 40:15 - For I was in fact kidnapped from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing that they should have put me into the dungeon.
B. His work ethic blessed his employer
Genesis 39:3 - Now his master saw that the Lord was with him and how the Lord caused all that he did to prosper in his hand.
Genesis 39:5 - It came about that from the time he made him overseer in his house and over all that he owned, the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house on account of Joseph; thus the Lord’s blessing was upon all that he owned, in the house and in the field.
C. He chose to respond to an unfair situation with grace
D. Because of his firm belief in the omnipresence and sovereignty of God
Genesis 39:2 - The LORD was with Joseph…
Genesis 39:3 - Now his master saw that the Lord was with him and how the Lord caused all that he did to prosper in his hand.
II. Grace in the Prison
A. Falsely accused
Genesis 39:17-18 - Then she spoke to him with these words, “The Hebrew slave, whom you brought to us, came in to me to make sport of me; and as I raised my voice and screamed, he left his garment beside me and fled outside.”
B. God extended grace to him
Genesis 39:21 - But the Lord was with Joseph and extended kindness to him, and gave him favor in the sight of the chief jailer.
C. Joseph found ways to serve/glorify God even in that setting
Genesis 40:8 - Then they said to him, “We have had a dream and there is no one to interpret it.” Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell it to me, please.”
D. Grace is that powerful
1. Because it’s source is God Himself
Psalm 84:11 - For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord gives grace and glory; no good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly.
Proverbs 3:34 - Though He scoffs at the scoffers, yet He gives grace to the afflicted.
2. Because it’s the essence of wisdom
Proverbs 4:8-9 - Prize her, and she will exalt you; she will honor you if you embrace her. She will place on your head a garland of grace; she will present you with a crown of beauty.
3. Because our Savior is the personification of grace
John 1:14-16 - And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. John testified about Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’ ” For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.
4. Because God wants His grace to reign in you
Romans 5:20-21 - The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
5. Because grace has a missional purpose
2 Corinthians 6:1 - …we urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain.
Acts 20:32 - And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
III. Grace in the Boardroom
A. Joseph was perfectly positioned to seek revenge
B. He chose to exercise grace and direct attention to the power and beauty of God
Genesis 41:16 - Joseph then answered Pharaoh, saying, “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.”
Ephesians 4:31 - Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.
IV. Grace in the Family
Genesis 50:19-20 - But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in God’s place? “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. 
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