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Who we are affects what we do
Romans 6:1-14
Context
Paul wrote the letter to the Romans with the purpose of teaching the great truths of the gospel of grace to believers who had never received apostolic instructions.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  The Macarthur Study Bible] 

The overarching theme of Romans is the righteousness that comes from God: the glorious truth that God justifies guilty, condemned sinners by grace alone through faith in Christ alone.  The first 11 chapters deal with doctrinal truths (positional truths) and the last 5 chapters detail its practical outworking in the lives of individual believers and the life of the whole church. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid. ] 

Romans 5:20—Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more. 
Romans 10:9-11—If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.”
3 ways our identity transforms our behavior
I. Positional Truth: By faith, we are united with Christ
Psalm 5:4—For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No evil dwells with You.
A. Because you were crucified with Him
Romans 6:6—knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with…
B. Because you died and have been buried with Him
Romans 6:3-4—Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
“Many people interpret Paul’s argument in Romans 6:3-10 as referring to water baptism. However, Paul is simply using the physical analogy of water baptism to teach the spiritual reality of the believer’s union with Christ. Water baptism is the outward identification of an inward reality--faith in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. Paul was not advocating salvation by water baptism; that would have contradicted everything he had just said about salvation by grace and not works in Romans 3-5, which has no mention of water baptism. The Roman believers were well aware of the symbol of baptism. When Paul says “do you not know” he is effect saying, “Are you ignorant of the meaning of your own baptism? Have you forgotten what your baptism symbolized?” They were unaware that water baptism symbolizes the spiritual reality of being immersed into Jesus Christ. The tragedy is that many mistake the symbol of water baptism as the means of salvation rather than the demonstration of it. To turn a symbol into a reality is to eliminate the reality, which in this case is salvation by grace through faith in Christ alone.”[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Romans] 

C. Because you have been raised with Him
Romans 6:5—For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection.
Galatians 2:20—I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

II. Purposeful Truth: By faith, we have a new purpose 
A. To walk in the newness of life
Romans 6:4—Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
2 Timothy 2:11—It is a trustworthy statement: For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him;
B. To no longer be slaves to sin
Romans 6:6—knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin
Romans 6:14—For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
Galatians 5:1b—…and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 

III. Practical Truth: By faith, we consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to God
Romans 6:11—Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
A. By not presenting yourself as instruments of unrighteousness
Romans 6:12-13a—Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness…
[bookmark: _GoBack]B. By presenting yourself as an instrument of righteousness
Romans 6:13b—but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.
Galatians 5:13—For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.
1 Peter 2:16—Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God.
Philippians 1:21—For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

Here’s what that means in practical terms—
Next Steps: 
 
1. In what ways are you regularly serving God and others? 
2. If examined on the use of your freedoms, would there be evidence that you are using them in the way that God intends?
3. If a service opportunity is made knows, do you jump with joy because you know that this is what God has called you for?
4. When you hear of a need, do you see that you have freedom? And you are excited to use your freedom?
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