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Peace from the Cross
Colossians 1:20-23
3 glorious realities of having peace with God
I. Formerly, we were separate
Colossians 1:21—And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds
A. Alienated 
apallotrioōl—estranged, cut off, or separated
Ephesians 2:12-13—remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  But now in Christ, Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  
Romans 5:12—Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned…
B. Hostile in mind
Echthros—hateful.  Unbelievers hate God and resent His holy standard because they love ‘evil deeds.’[footnoteRef:1] [1:  MacArthur Study Bible] 

John 3:19-20—This is the judgement, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  
John 15:18—If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  

C. Engaged in evil deeds
Ephesians 2:1-3—And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and we were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  
Psalm 5:5—The boastful shall not stand before Your eyes: You hate all who do iniquity.
D. Implications 
Colossians 1:6—which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth
Colossians 1:10—so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God
Matthew 5:9—Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called sons of God. 
II. Through Him, it is possible to be reconciled
Colossians 1:20—and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him.  I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]A. Reconcile (katallasso)—to change or exchange.
Man is reconciled to God when God restores man to a right relationship with Him through Jesus Christ.  An intensified form for “reconcile” is used in this verse to refer to the total and complete reconciliation of believers and ultimately “all things” in the created universe.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Ibid.] 

Romans 8:21—that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  
2 Peter 3:10-13—But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.  Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of the God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat?  But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.  
Revelation 21:1—Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, for there is no longer any sea.  
B. Through the blood of His cross
Romans 5:10—For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  
III. As a result, we are holy 
Colossians 1:22—yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to [purpose clause]present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach
I Peter 2:24—and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.
A. Our positional truth is secure (because of our union with Christ)
Colossians 1:13-14—For He rescued us from the domain of darkeness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
B. The practical realities evidenced by faith
Colossians 1:23—if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.  

James 1:22—But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.  
James 2:24—You see that a man is not justified by works and not by faith alone.  
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