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Jesus Exhibits His Deity
John 2:18-25
John A’s purpose for writing is both apologetic (to prove that Jesus is the Christ) and evangelistic (so that you may believe and have life in His name).
John 20:31—These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name
Outline
· Chapter 1—verbal testimony (from eye witness accounts)
· Chapters 2-12—public ministry (crowds, people of Israel)
· Chapters 13-17—private ministry (Upper Room to the apostles)
· Chapters 18-21—death, resurrection, post-resurrection appearances
2 ways Jesus Demonstrates His Deity
I. Resurrection Power 

A. The Jews question

· Jews—Although it could be used to refer to the Jewish nation, it primarily is used in John’s gospel to refer to the religious authorities (particularly those in Jerusalem) who opposed Christ and His message.  Here it is likely members of the temple police (cf 7:32, 42; 18:3, 12, 18)

· What sign do You show us…—the Jews always wanted a miraculous sign.  The very act of removing everyone from the Temple was clearly a sign in and of itself.  

John 12:37—But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him. 
1 Corinthians 1:22—For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom
B. Jesus responds
· Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up—clearly referring to His death and resurrection, they were baffled by His statement—including His disciples, v22

Matthew 13:10—And the disciples came up and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?”

Luke 8:10—And He said, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is in parables, so that SEEING THEY MAY NOT SEE, AND HEARING THEY MAY NOT UNDERSTAND.

C. Shock and indignation

· It took forty-six years to build this temple…—shocked and indignant at Jesus’ response, they ask how (incredulously) He was planning to make that happen?  

Solomon’s temple was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC. 

Ezra 5:12—But because our fathers had provoked the God of heaven to wrath, He gave them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed this temple and deported the people to Babylon.

· Around 20 BC, Herod the Great began an extensive reconstruction and expansion of the postexilic temple.[footnoteRef:1] The Temple was not completed until shortly before 70 AD—when the postexilic temple itself was destroyed by the Romans. 
 [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 1:11, John MacArthur, p. 93.] 

Mark 13:2—And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be torn down.”

D. Correct understanding 

But He was speaking of the temple of His body—the sign that would be given would be far greater than rebuilding the Temple in 3 days. 

Matthew12:39-40—But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; 40 for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
The death of Christ as the ultimate sacrificial Lamb would render the Jerusalem temple obsolete (cf. 4:21; Matthew 27:51); and His resurrection as the triumphant Lord would lay the foundation for a new, spiritual temple in its place—namely, the church (1 Cor 3:16-17; 2 Cor 6:16; Eph 2:19-22).[footnoteRef:2]
 [2:  Ibid. p. 94.] 

II. Omniscience

A. Many believed in His name

· Many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing—they thought He might be a prophet or even the Messiah.  And although they “believed,” what exactly were they believing?

Matthew 21:11—And the crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Luke 7:16—Fear gripped them all, and they began glorifying God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and, “God has visited His people!”
John 6:14-15, 26—Therefore when the people saw the sign which He had performed, they said, “This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 So Jesus, perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by force to make Him king, withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone….26 Jesus answered them and said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. 
B. Their “belief” was at best shallow, superficial and disingenuous 

· Believed…entrusted—both coming from the same Greek word

C. Although they “believed” in Jesus, He did not believe them

He had no faith in their faith.  

James 2:19—You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 

Matthew 13:20-21—The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away. 

Application

There is a clear difference between counterfeit faith and saving faith.  How would your faith be characterized? 

James 2:17—Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.

Luke 6:46—“Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?”
Matthew 7:15-29—“Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will know them by their fruits.
21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’ 24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell—and great was its fall.”  28 When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; 29 for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.
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