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The Gospel of John:
I AM the Resurrection and the Life, Pt. 3
John 11:37-46
Context
Jesus had repeatedly made reference to believe in Him because the miraculous nature of the miracles give evidence of His claim to be the Son of God.

John 10:25, 37-38— Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father’s name, these testify of Me. … 37 If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; 38 but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.” 

John 5:36—But the testimony which I have is greater than the testimony of John; for the works which the Father has given Me to accomplish—the very works that I do—testify about Me, that the Father has sent Me.

John 14:10-11—Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves. 

Luke 7:19, 22—Summoning two of his disciples, John sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are You the Expected One, or do we look for someone else?”… And He answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you have seen and heard: the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM.

Romans 1:4—who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord

This chapter centers on the extraordinary miracle of a resurrection.  Jesus is the resurrection and the Life.  The raising of Lazarus is not an end in itself, but that both the Father and the Son would be glorified through it (vv4, 40).

After considering the characters and setting as well as Jesus returning to Judea, this section deals with the miracle itself.  

The Miracle itself
I. The Confusion v37
John 11:37—But some of them said, “Could not this man, who opened the eyes of the blind man, have kept this man also from dying?” 
A. There seemed to frequently be confusion 

John 7:12—There was much grumbling among the crowds concerning Him; some were saying, “He is a good man”; others were saying, “No, on the contrary, He leads the people astray.”

John 9:16—Therefore some of the Pharisees were saying, “This man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others were saying, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And there was a division among them.

John 10:19—A division occurred again among the Jews because of these words. 

B. He loved Lazarus (v36)

C. The last great miracle in Jerusalem was giving a blind man sight (cf. John 9:1-41)

D. God’s will including His timing and plan are His alone to determine

Ephesians 1:11—also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will

Job 33:13—Why do you complain against Him that He does not give an account of all His doings?

Deuteronomy 29:29—The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.

E. God would receive greater glory by raising him vs healing him

II. The concern, vv38-39
John 11:38-39—So Jesus, again being deeply moved within, came to the tomb. Now it was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” Martha, the sister of the deceased, said to Him, “Lord, by this time there will be a stench, for he has been dead four days.” 
A. Jesus is deeply moved

1. Deeply moved (embrimaomai)—“snort like a horse” 

a. It’s used elsewhere in Scripture translated “sternly warned” or “scolding” (Matthew 9:30; Mark 1:43; 14:5). 
b. Carries with it a sense of anger
c. Why this word?
i. Perhaps Jesus is angry over the painful reality of sin and death
ii. Perhaps because they are acting like pagans with no hope
 
2. Troubled (Tarasso)—intense reaction; strong emotions
Matthew 2:3—When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  (Cf. Matthew 14:26; Luke 1:12; 24:38; John 12:27; 13:21)

B. The tomb (cave)

Hebrews 11:38—(men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.
Revelation 6:15—Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains 

Matthew 27:60—and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the entrance of the tomb and went away. 

C. Ceremonially unclean 

Numbers 19:16—Also, anyone who in the open field touches one who has been slain with a sword or who has died naturally, or a human bone or a grave, shall be unclean for seven days.

Matthew 23:27—Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness.

D. Large stones used to seal the tombs

1. Keep the looters out
2. Keep the stench in

E. Lord, he stinketh

1. The thought of smelling and seeing their brother was troubling
2. Martha still did not understand Jesus’ intent
3. Was it too late for her brother?
4. Was all hope abandoned?

III. The assurance, v40
John 11:40—Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 
A. Needed hope or a gentle rebuke? 
 
B. Martha’s focus was on the wrong thing

1. Her attention was on her brother
2. It should have been on her Savior

C. Is that not often the case with us as well? 

1. We focus on the problem, not on what God is able to do through it
2. Do we actively seek the glory of God in all circumstances?

D. Believe and you will see the glory of God

1. This miracle is not dependent on Martha’s faith
2. Instead it is a sovereign act of God to put His glory on display

For [Jesus] the “glory of God” was the one important thing.  This means that the real meaning of what He would do would be accessible only to faith.  All who were there, believers or not, would see the miracle.  But Jesus is promising Martha a sight of the glory.  The crowd would see the miracle, but only believers would perceive its real significance, the glory [footnoteRef:1] [1: Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, The New International Commentary on the New Testament, 560.] 


IV. The prayer to the Father, vv41-42
John 11:41-42—So they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised His eyes, and said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. 42 I knew that You always hear Me; but because of the people standing around I said it, so that they may believe that You sent Me.” 
A. The stone is rolled away

1. Why didn’t He remove it Himself?
2. Was it too much for Him?
3. He involves others—still does
4. It may also have been for those removing the stone to verify Lazarus

John 9:9—Others were saying, “This is he,” still others were saying, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the one.” 
B. Jesus was not asking the Father to raise Lazarus

C. He was thanking Him for already hearing Him

D. He refers to God as Father

1. A practice not done by the Jews
2. A practice done regularly by Jesus
(cf. 12:28; 17:1, 5, 11, 21, 24-25, et.al.)

E. Not done for Jesus’ sake but for those listening

1. A faith builder
2. A clear indication that He was sent from the Father
(cf. 4:34; 5:23-24, 30, 36-38; 6:29, 38-39, 44, 57; et.al)

V. [bookmark: _GoBack]The extraordinary display of power, vv43-44

John 11:43-44—When He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth.” 44 The man who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

A. Jesus cries out
 
1. Cries out—“to shout; cry out with a loud voice” 
2. Why does John tell us that?

i. Perhaps that’s what required symbolically to raise the dead
ii. Perhaps as a contrast to “mediums and spiritists” who whisper

Isaiah 8:19—When they say to you, “Consult the mediums and the spiritists who whisper and mutter,” should not a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? 

3. It would have captured the attention of all those present

4. There will come a day when He will likewise command all to come forth

John 5:28-29—Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.

B. “Lazarus! Here! Outside!”

C. He comes—bound unable to see because of the wrappings

1. Without fanfare; without theatrics
2. He simply speaks and its done
3. Jewish custom was to loosely wrap the deceased

D. Unbind him and let him go 
(cf. Mark 52:43)
 
We know nothing more from John’s account of his reunion with his sisters, the stunned reaction of the crowd, nor what happened to Lazarus following this miracle.  Perhaps John thought it to take away from the Lord and not otherwise supporting his polemical argument of Jesus being divine.  

The very mourners who doubted were very agents in the completion of the miracle. In their participation the mourners in fact become part of the sign and therefore were undeniable witnesses to the power of Jesus.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Gerald Borchert, John 1-11, the New American Commentary, 363.] 


As extraordinary as this miracle was, it “could only be a pale anticipation of what was yet to come.”[footnoteRef:3]  Jesus will Himself come forth from the grace.  And is alive today.  He overcame the grace and is the firstfruits of all who are asleep.   [3:  DA Carson, The Gospel According to John, The Pillar New Testament Commentary, 419.] 

1 Corinthians 15:20-22—But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 
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