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Christ in our Place
Romans 5:1-21
Categories of the lost
1. The immoral (Romans 1:18-32)
2. The moral (Romans 2:1-16)
3. The religious (Romans 2:17-29)
Therefore, everyone is lost (Romans 3:1-20)
The righteousness of Christ is available for all who will repent and believe
Romans 3:21-22—But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 but it is the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those [c]who believe; for there is no distinction
Key Theological Terms:
· Justification—made and declared righteous by God
· Redemption—your sin has been paid for by the shed blood of Jesus
· Propitiation—God’s wrath against sin has been fully satisfied 
3 results of Christ in our place
I. We have a steadfast hope
Exult—denotes jubilation and rejoicing[footnoteRef:1] Sometimes translated celebrate. [1:  The MacArthur Commentary on Romans, p. 279 ] 

v. 2—we exult (celebrate) in hope of the glory of God
v. 3—we also exult (celebrate) in our tribulations
v. 11—we also exult (celebrate) in God through our Lord Jesus Christ
A. Because we have peace with God
Romans 5:1—Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ
Romans 1:18—For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of people who suppress the truth in unrighteousness
Habakkuk 1:13a—Your eyes are too pure to look at evil, And You cannot look at harm favorably.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ephesians 2:13-14a—But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace.
B. Because we have been introduced into this grace in which we stand
Romans 5:2—through whom we also have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we celebrate in hope of the glory of God. 
Obtained—used of the believer’s access to God through Christ[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid, p. 276] 

Stand—here carries the idea of permanence, of standing firm and immovable”[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Ibid, p. 277] 

C. Because we celebrate in hope of the glory of God

Romans 5:2—through whom we also have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we celebrate in hope of the glory of God. 
Hope—means a conviction; Christian hope is not a hopeful wish; it is a hope-filled certainty[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Romans 1-7 For You, Tim Keller, p. 111] 

The reason this benefit comes third is because the more we experience our peace and access with the Father, the more desirous we are to see Him face to face, and the more certain and thrilled we become about the prospect of glory and heaven. By itself, heaven can be an abstract and unappetizing idea. But if you come to taste ‘access’ with God and realize how intoxicating it is just to have a couple of drops of His presence on your tongue, you will desire to drink from the fountainhead. That desire, focus, and joyous certainty of the future is called the ‘hope of glory.’[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Ibid.] 

In Christ, we have been freed from our past (our old record of rebellion and sin is put away and we have peace with God); we are free in the present to enjoy personal relationship with God; and we will one day most certainly experience the freedom of life lived in the full, awesome presence of God’s glory.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Ibid. ] 

D. Because we know that tribulation has a purpose and direction
Romans 5:3-4—And not only this, but we also celebrate in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope
Tribulations—Has the underlying meaning of being under pressure, what was used of squeezing olives in a press in order to extract the oil and of squeezing grapes to extract the juice[footnoteRef:7] [7:  MacArthur, p. 281] 

Here is Paul’s amazing assertion. When he shows that suffering starts a chain reaction that leads to hope (which is one of the fruits of justification), he is saying that the benefits of justification are not only not diminished by suffering, they are enlarged by it.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Keller, p. 113] 

Romans 5:5—and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
II. We are the recipients of extraordinary love
A. The demonstration of Christ’s love
v. 6—while we were still helpless
v. 6—at the right time
v. 8—while we were still sinners
Therefore, Paul is saying, you can know objectively and beyond all doubt that God loves you—even if your feelings or the appearances of your life circumstances might be prompting you to wonder.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Keller, p. 117] 

B. The effects of Christ’s love 
Romans 5:9—Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.
C. The power of Christ’s love
Romans 5:10—For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
If a dying Savior could bring us to God’s grace, surely a living Savior can keep us in His grace.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  MacArthur, p. 277] 

If He was able to save us when we were hostile to Him, would he fail us now that we are His friends? If He didn’t give up on you when you were at war with Him, what could you do to make Him give up on you now that you are at peace with Him?[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Keller, p. 118] 

D. The impact of Christ’s love
Romans 5:11—And not only this, but we also celebrate in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.
III. We are the recipients of amazing grace
A. The results of Adam’s sin
Romans 5:12—Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all mankind, because all sinned…
B. The results of Christ’s righteousness
Romans 5:20—The Law came in so that the offense would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more
Romans 5:17-19— For if by the offense of the one, death reigned through the one, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 18 So then, as through one offense the result was condemnation to all mankind, so also through one act of righteousness the result was justification of life to all mankind. 19 For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. 
Romans 5:21—so that, as sin reigned in death, so also grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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