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Living Life Together by Trusting Our Mighty Deliverer[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Steve Viar] 

Genesis 15:12-14 - Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him. God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions.”
3 principles to help us respond to drama that’s been orchestrated by God Himself:
I. God Sometimes Purposely Brings Us to the End of Ourselves
A. So we can see the Lord’s power in a fresh, new way
Exodus 14:13-14 - But Moses said to the people, “Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the Lord which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them again forever. The Lord will fight for you while you keep silent.”
2 Corinthians 12:8 - Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me.
2 Corinthians 12:9a - And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” 
2 Corinthians 12:9b-10 - Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.
Psalm 119:71 - It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes.
Isaiah 40:28-31 - Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable. He gives strength to the weary, and to him who lacks might He increases power. Though youths grow weary and tired, and vigorous young men stumble badly, yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.
B. So even the hardest hearts can be softened
Exodus 14:4 - I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord. And they did so.
Exodus 14:18 - Then the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord, when I am honored through Pharaoh, through his chariots and his horsemen.
Exodus 14:14 - The Lord will fight for you while you keep silent.
II. The Timing of God’s Justice is Always Better than Ours
Exodus 14:23 - Then the Egyptians took up the pursuit, and all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots and his horsemen went in after them into the midst of the sea.
A. The Lord is carefully orchestrating each of these events
Exodus 13:17 - Now when Pharaoh had let the people go, God did not lead them by the way of the land of the Philistines, even though it was near; for God said, “The people might change their minds when they see war, and return to Egypt.”
Exodus 13:21 - The Lord was going before them in a pillar of cloud by day to lead them on the way, and in a pillar of fire by night to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night.
Exodus 14:3 - For Pharaoh will say of the sons of Israel, “They are wandering aimlessly in the land; the wilderness has shut them in.”
B. God is never late but nor is He ever early
Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.
2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
C. Leave the timing of God’s vengeance to Him
Hebrews 10:30-31 - For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge His people.” It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
III. After God Has Delivered You, Find a Way to Remind Yourself and Others Often
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