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Building Core Strength
What is God asking of me?
Rom 6:23

The bible says, ”For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)











Romans 3:23 says, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  Each of us is born with a sin nature that eternally separates us form God.  If we are to have fellowship with God, He must solve the sin problem that exists in our lives. 

1. Wages—How would you define wages?  How would you feel if your boss didn’t pay you what you deserved?  

We have earned wages from God for how we live our lives.

2. Sin—How would you define sin?  How would a person have to live in order to get to heaven?  Have you always lived a life as you just described?  

Sin is an attitude of independence and ignoring God.  Sin has separated us from God.  Because of sin, we are incapable of pleasing God.

3. Death—What thoughts come to mind when you think about death? 

The sin that separates us from God will extend even into eternity if unaltered.  This is eternal death or what the Bible describes as Hell.

4. BUT—This is a very important word because it indicates that there is hope for us.  Up until this point the message is bad news.  Now we turn our attention to the good news!

5. Gift—Note the contrast between the words opposite each other in the diagram (i.e., wages and gift, sin and God, etc).

While some people try to earn God’s favor with religious deeds, good morals, ethics, etc, it is impossible to earn the gift that God has already purchased for us.

6. Of God—All of us have sinned, but God alone is perfect.  It is this sin, which makes a relationship with God impossible on our own.  

The good news is this: God wants to give you a gift!

7. Eternal Life—In contrast to the wages of death, which we deserve, the free gift of God is eternal life.  It can only come from God…we cannot earn it.

8. Jesus Christ—Note that the cross is the bridge between the two cliffs.  This is the “bridge to life.”  

Jesus is the means by which we obtain eternal life.  By dying on the cross he bore the penalty for the sins, which we should have received.  Thus, He has purchased eternal life for us.

9. Our Lord—Jesus is not only our Savior who dies for our sins, but the Lord and Master of our life whom we obey when we:

ADMIT our sin.  We confess that we have ignored God and offended Him in thought, word, and deed.

BELIEVE that Jesus Christ died to forgive us completely of our sins so that God treats us as if we were perfect, just like Christ.

RECEIVE Jesus Christ personally into our lives.  Just as a gift is not truly yours until you receive it, so Christ must be received by us to have a relationship with Him.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Based on One Verse Evangelism by Randy Raysbrook, Discipleship Journal
] 


If you would like to ask God to forgive you, you can.  You can pray the following prayer:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Heavenly Father, I have sinned against You.  I want forgiveness for all my sins.  I believe that Jesus died on the cross for me and rose again.  Father, I give You my life to do with as You wish.  I want Jesus Christ to come into my life and into my heart.  Thank you for adopting me as a child into your family.  This I ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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