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The Gospel of John:
Life found in His Name
John 20:19-31

Where are we? Where are we going? How do you fit in?
John 13:34-35—A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.
We ought to be pursuing love toward one another in a number of ways:
I. Be intentional in involving yourselves spiritually in the lives of others.  For instance:
· When in gatherings, look for the lonely and isolated; you will find other times to talk to your friends — look for those who are not yet your friends first, and engage with them.
· Speak words of encouragement and exhortation as often as you can — we have been given the ability to disciple and help others (Romans 15:14). Write a note, make a call, send a text — find a way to speak purposeful words into the lives of others that will help them walk with Christ.
· Find someone to disciple (or be discipled and then find someone to disciple).
· Pray for individuals and their needs—and when someone expresses a need, pray immediately with them and for them.
· Pray for ministries and the participants and leaders (missionaries, counselors, elders, deacons, SS, musicians, etc.).  We are all dependent on the grace of God to do what God has called us to do; let's pray as if we really are dependent on Him.
· Pray for the progress of the gospel—pray for your own gospel opportunities and for the opportunities of others.
· When you sin against others (and you will), confess quickly and fully.
· When you are sinned against by others (and you will be), be ready to forgive quickly and fully.

II. Be intentional in involving yourselves physically in the lives of others.  For instance:
· Who is ill and needs a meal or an errand or a task that is beyond their ability in the moment?  Do they need help getting to a doctor?
· Does someone need a job? Can you hire or provide a job lead or a reference?
· Does someone need a bill paid?
· Does someone need a ride somewhere?
· Does someone need a babysitter to run errands or have a date with their spouse?
· Can you help with physical building needs of an individual or at church (repairs, maintenance, etc.)?
· Instead of saying, “let me know if there is anything I can do,” ask if you can do particular things—“can I bring a container of soup? Pick up a prescription? Shovel your dive? mow your yard? clean your house?” Let them know you are thinking about their circumstance and their unique needs.
III. Be intentional in involving in meeting ministry needs. For instance:
· Counselors
· Audio and video tech support
· Wednesday meal serving and clean up
· SS and Children’s Church teachers
· Nursery workers
· Discipling—be trained to disciple new believers (and old believers) who need training in how to grow in Christ
Opportunities for caring well for others abound. In 2022, let's excel still more.
Sunday morning focus: The Gospel of John
John’s gospel is unique among the gospels accounts.  The others (Matthew, Mark and Luke) are Synoptic (“to see together”) gospels, because of their similarities.  More than 90% of John’s gospel account is not found in the other writings.   John’s purpose in writing is to convince his readers of Jesus’ true identity (20:31)—God incarnate (1:1, 14, et al), the Messiah (1:41, 4:25-26), and the Savior of the world (4:42). John presents Jesus’s work (death, burial and resurrection) as the gift of salvation offered to all mankind.  People respond by believing that message or rejecting the salvation that comes only through Him.  
3 ways John’s account can help us grow
I. Examine John’s words closely
John 19:41-42—Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. Therefore because of the Jewish day of preparation, since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
John 20:18—Mary Magdalene came, announcing to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord…”
John 11:25-26—Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?”
John 2:19—Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
John 5:21—For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes. 
John 5:24—Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 
A. John’s purpose in writing
John 20:31—…but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name. 
B. Read repeatedly and consistently
C. Consider other helpful resources
II. Allow John’s words to help you focus on the important things and ultimately “ending well” 
A. Why is that important? 
1. Examples of NOT ending well
a. King Solomon
1 Kings 11:4—For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 
b. King Hezekiah
2 Kings 20:19—Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The word of the Lord which you have spoken is good.” For he thought, “Is it not so, if there will be peace and truth in my days?” 
c. Demas
2 Timothy 4:10—…for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica…
2. Examples of ending well

a. Paul

2 Timothy 4:7-8—I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

b. Jesus 
John 17:4—I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do. 

John 19:30—Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 

Hebrews 12:2—…fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter 
of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

B. What are you specifically going to do to get there? 

III. Anticipate what John’s words will help you do this year
A. Saving faith 

John 3:16-17—For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 

John 20:31—…but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name. 

B. Growing faith 

John 15:4-7—Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.

The mission of Bridgewater Community Church is to glorify God by winning people to Jesus Christ and equipping them to be more faithful disciples.


C. Deepening faith (through prayer) 

John 17:1-5—Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, 2 even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to [a]all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. 3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 I glorified You on the earth, [b]having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do. 5 Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.

Ephesians 6:18-20—With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 
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