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Forgiveness—An Overview
Various Passages
James 4:1-3—What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask [c]with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ecclesiastes 7:9—Do not be eager in your heart to be angry, For anger resides in the bosom of fools.
Proverbs 19:11—A man’s discretion makes him slow to anger, And it is his glory to overlook a transgression.
Proverbs 10:12—Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers all transgressions.
1 Peter 4:8—Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.
John 13:35—By this shall all men know that you’re My disciples, if you have love for one another.
The Bible contains many word pictures of forgiveness:  To forgive is to…
· turn the key, open the cell door, and let the prisoner walk free. 
· write in large letters across a debt “nothing owed.” 
· To forgive is to pound the gavel in a courtroom and declare “not guilty.”
· shoot an arrow so high, so far, it can never be found again.
· take out the garbage and dispose of it, leaving the house full of cleanliness and sweet-smelling fresh air.
· loose the anchor that holds the ship, and set it free to sail.
· grant a full pardon to a condemned and sentenced criminal. 
· loosen a strangle-hold on a wrestling opponent. 
· smash a clay pot into a thousand pieces so it can never be put together again.
10 Reasons Why Christians Should Be Marked By Forgiveness[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Taken largely from: Forgiveness in the Age of Rage by Dr. John MacArthur, Aug 27, 2017 www.gty.org] 

1. When we forgive, we are most like God. 
Matt 5:43-45—You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may [a]be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
Exodus 34:6--Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth;
Psalm 32:1—How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
Whose sin is covered! 
Is 1:18—Come now, and let us reason together, Says the LORD, “Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool.
Is 43:25—I, even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake, And I will not remember your sins.
Isaiah 55:6-7—Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And He will have compassion on him, And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.
Luke 15—The Prodigal Son 
Luke 23:34—But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” 
Eph 4:31-32—Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
Col 3:12-13—So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.
2. Murder is more encompassing that the act itself. 
Exodus 20:13—You shall not murder.
Matt 5: 21-24—You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell. 23 Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.
1 John 3:15—Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer
3. God is more offended than you are.
Psalm 41:4—As for me, I said, “O LORD, be gracious to me; Heal my soul, for I have sinned against You.”
Psalm 51:4--Against You, You only, I have sinned And done what is evil in Your sight,
4. Those forgiven of much should forgive the lesser sins.
Matthew 18:21-22—Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus *said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.
Matthew 18:23-35—Parable on forgiveness.   
5. By refusing to forgive, you will not enjoy the fellowship and love of other believers. 
Matt 18:31— So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened. 
6. A refusal to forgive results in divine chastening.
Matt 18:32—Then summoning him, his lord *said to him, ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?’ 34 And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. 35 My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart.
Matt 5:7—Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
7. A refusal to forgive results in being unforgiven.
Matt 6:12—And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
Matt 6:14-15—For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.
8.  The lack of forgiveness renders us unfit to worship.
Matt 5:23—Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your [t]offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.

Psalm 66:18--If I regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear.
9. A refusal to forgive is to ultimately usurp the authority of God.
Romans 12:14—Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.
Romans 12:17-19—Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 18 If possible, so far as it on you, be at peace with all men. 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,” says the Lord.
“He has the perfect and true understanding of the offense, you don’t. He has the highest standard, yours is lower. He has the full authority, you have none. He is impartial, you’re not. He is omniscient and eternal, seeing the end from the beginning; you’re shortsighted and ignorant, seeing nothing beyond today. He is wise and good, and acts in perfect holiness; you are blinded by the sin of anger. You are in no position to be a judge of anybody; makes no sense. You’re not qualified. Leave it to God.”—John MacArthur[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid.] 

10. The offenses against you are the trials that perfect you.
James 1:2-4—Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
1 Peter 5:10—After you’ve suffered a while, the Lord will make you perfect.
2 Corinthians 12:10—Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.
1 Peter 2:19-21—For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds [b]favor with God. 21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.
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