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3 ways to benefit from Celebrating the New Year Well.
I. Reflect on the Newness that is ours in Christ
A. We have a new foundation
Psalm 40:2 - He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and He set my feet upon a rock making my footsteps firm.
Matthew 7:24-29 - Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell—and great was its fall. When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.
Psalm 95:1 - O come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation.
Psalm 18:2 - The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
B. We have a new outlook
Psalm 40:3 - He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; many will see and fear and will trust in the Lord.
C. We have access to new mercy
Lamentations 3:22-23 - It is of the LORD’S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.
D. We have new potential for change
2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
Ephesians 4:22-24 - that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.
E. We have a new love for God’s Word
Jeremiah 31:31-33 - “Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,” declares the Lord. “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the Lord, “I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”
1 Corinthians 11:25 - In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
1 Corinthians 2:12-13 - Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.
Matthew 7:24-25 - Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock.
II. Make Plans Now to Use the New Year Wisely
A. Review and update your personal and family mission statements
The mission of Bridgewater Community Church is to glorify God by winning people to Jesus Christ and equipping them to be more faithful disciples.
B. Write out the core values for yourself and your family
C. Establish your personal and family initiatives (specific goals, action steps, and target dates) for 2015
D. Review and adjust your long term savings accounts
Proverbs 6:6-8 - Go to the ant, O sluggard, observe her ways and be wise, which, having no chief, officer or ruler, prepares her food in the summer and gathers her provision in the harvest.
1. Have you reviewed your retirement plan and communicated with your spouse?
2. Have you reviewed your college savings fund and communicated with your children?
3. Have you established savings accounts for other long term purchases?
4. Have you reviewed your life and disability insurance and discussed it as a couple/family?
5. Have you updated your family balance sheet?
E. Determine your 2015 budget
F. Update your “gone to heaven file”
1. Full name(s)
2. Will
3. Social security number(s)
4. Tax information
5. Family balance sheet
6. Budget information
7. Bank accounts
8. Medical and Life Insurance information
9. Retirement plan/funds
10. Credit card information
11. Decisions/preferences about funeral home, grave plots
III. Remember that the Best Newness is Yet to Come
Revelation 21:1-2 - Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.
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